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WINING LAWS OF SYRIA 


BR, Paul MN. Tyler~ 


PREFATORY NUTE 


Tunis vaver presents one of a series of dizests of foreign minine legisla- 
tion anc court decisions thet. is beiny prepared in advance of a zgenerel revort 
relative to tne rizgnts of american citizens to explore for minerals and to orn 
and overate mines in various foreign countries. This interpretation of tre lavs 
of Syrie nas teen prepared from the best information available in tiashin;. ton, 
cut is released subject to correction and amolificetion, if necessary, by the 
oroper american dinvlomatic and consular officers, to whom it is penne referred 
through the courtes; of the Denartment of State. 


In TRODUCTIO: 


Syria is a federation of States under Frenck mendate, comorising the 
Republic of Syria, the Lebanese Resublic or Great Lebanon (Grand Liban), the 
State of the Alouites, and the Djeoel Druse Territory. Beirut is tne center 
of z<overnment for tiie whole erea,- about 60,uv00 square miles. S-rie is 
essentially en azricultural country. inere is little: manufscturing; and with 
the excention of the production of asvhalt and salt, che :ineral industries 
heve not yet risen to commercial importance. ‘nether tuis condition is due 
to a dearti. of workable devosits or merely to insufficient exploration is not 
apnarent. Tie mineral resources, as reported by various autLorities,~ include 
asbestos, aspuelt roc, bitumen, chromite, coal, copper, gold, gypsuu, iron, 
lead, maznegite, manganese, marble and-other buildin; stones, nickel, ocher, 
oandermite (a hydro 1s borete of calcium), vetroleuw, pl.ospuate rock, vyrite, 
selt, silver, svlphur, tin, and titanium (ilmenitic beach sands). 


1 The Bureau of Mines rill relcome revrinting of this article, vrovided the 
following footnote acknovlecgment is used: "Revrinted from- Je 5. Bureeu 
of tines Information Circvlar 6697." 

© Chief engineer, rare metals and nommetels division, >. S. Bansal of ine, 

& Jones, IL. M., Mineral frodvction of tre World, 1924-1620: Mineral Resovrces 
of the “nited States, 1930, oti I, U. S. Bureau of hines, 1932, p. 945. 
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SOURCES Or Lan = 

Tne Cttoman lar of aren 26, 1206, renained in force for several years 
ander tre Frencis. nandate Fitn sundry wodificstions and restrictions; but on 
seotember 16, 1£24, @ comworehensive new lar (arréte No, 2856) wes signed by 
the righ Cor anissioner (General veygend). Tne following acstract is based unon 
tiis lat,and references are to eEUPEL Oe trerein,. 


CLASSIFICsaTICY 


Teposits are lezelly divided into t~o clesses, mines and auarries. (art. 
1.) Quarries comprise devosits tnat msy be rorked for building materials and 
fertilizers ot.er tien niwrstes and sssocisted salts and phosviietes. Feat 
vogs are classed as quarries. since tue title to succ minerals is not divorced 
from tie surface rietts, curries are .subdject to- Beg te hi PcuheerOne and do not 
couwe Tithin the vrovisce of the minin,. lav. (art. 2.-} | 
| vines include e1. eee not classed as Gierrice ae é) and are. 
snecifically divided. Auto eig ent categgries accordin-, to the mineral contained, 
ss'follows (art. 5): 9. - a ae ou 
Frecious metels and precious stones, r 7 ae 
. Industrial minerals such es rock crystal, corundum, 
mica, rare earths, uranium minerels, bismata, 
asoestos, etc. 

é, Gravcite. . 
4, Iron, .... , 
Bs Letallic substances. in octevel other oe iron, | 

Oe Lineral salts » SUC. as rock salt, nitrates, end... - ie. co 
oLospnates,  _ Jas ae | 
7, Coubustivle minerals (scar and Tierites. | a ar ae 
— &, Liquid end gaseous hydrocarbons,. bitwmens, oat. Mp 4 ig ae 
| _ and bituminous schists and limestones. : 4 : : 


Ne 


Questions of ‘legal classificetion of 3, tis eteueeier Of 2 assent are. de- ; 
cided by tie hich Caounmissioner. - fart. 5,) 2 | | , 


Onc RSEIP arp eee RIGETS : | 


Quarries belong to. the lendower. nig.t, to e:nloit devosits classed as 
mines mist be in from the stete. tnder. conditions os pet forth in decree 
No. 2856 of 1924, mines are obtainable only (1S by virtue of a ‘duly granted 
concession,,, (2) Be a result of. a prospecting permit, or (3) following a public 
edjudication, (Art.. 3. ). By modification: of an earlier decree (*o. 2511 of . 
march 20, 1924) anplications for. prospecting, vermits end concessions involving 
tro or more of tke uandated States must be made ‘separately wits respect to 
portions of the aree situated within each State. (art. &.) 
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‘hi Ce. SOST 


& prospecting vermit constitutes indivisible personal property and may be 
transferred or assigned uncer conditions vrescribed in the cecree, 


, A concession, on the other hand, is real. property, title thereto being 
limited in duration but distinct from omerstip of tne soil. It is also 
assignable or transferable under the conditions set forth in the mining 
law... (Art. 4.) - : | 


within the limits of the area designated, a prospecting permit or a con- 
cession avoplies to all minerals of the category specified and to any depth. 
All nonconcessionahle minerals (i.e., of the "quarry" type) removed in the 
course of prospecting or. mining ney be used, but only for mining purvoses. 
(Art.:6.) - | 


FROSPsCTING PakwITS 


General.- A prosvecting permit confers exclusive rights to seerci: for 
devosits of tne spcciz -ied category within the area designated. It also assures 
the grant of a concession, provided certain conditions are complied witn, — 
(art. 12.) Priority of registration mith the Secretary-General of the Hizh 
Coumissioner (or nis agents) carries with it a prior right to receive a vermit 
as against otier avplicants (arts. 14, 22), but delivery is subject to payment 
of the fee. ot 15 Levanese-Syrian pounds (ert. 15) and other requirements as 
set forth in article 17 and, with respect to oil and gas, also in Title “IT 
of the gecrees 


Area,-. Prosnecting permits are issued only for a square 3 kilometers on 
a Side and oriented true north and souta and east and rest. ixcevotions to 
this rule occur only. (1) where the eree. overlaps tie boundary betreen two or 
more States (with respect to por tions aoplied for in each State), (2) snere _ 
one or tro boundaries follow the seacoast or the frontier (at least tro sides 
mast be 3 kilometers long and perpendicular), or (3) where the eoplication 

relates to a fraction vetreen eu:isting erants. (art. 16.) 


‘apeuaet ions The ansiicetion is deposited vith the Secretary-General, who 
sends it to the Director of the Burean of kines of the High Coumissairat, who 
transmits it without delay (“ith 9 duvlicate of the receipt given to the . 
applicant) to the Cuief of the mines Service of the Ste.te concerned, tio makes 
.entry on tie public register for taat purpose. (Art. 17.) | 


‘The application must reveal.(1) tue full name, title, nationality, and. 
usual domicile of the applicant and of his local revresentative and, with 
respect. to a company, the name,. office, -and business (designation) and the 
business (designetion) and usual. domicile of | its representative; (2) the | 
domicile chosen by the avplicant ‘in the State (for the receipt of notices, 
etc., as described in art. 10); (3) an exact descrivtion of the area with 
its location with respect to some natural landmark; (4) the category of 
minerals sought. The principal object of search should ve nemed, 
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A Sevarate anplicetions iwust ve mace for eaci: area and for eacu category 
of ininerals for weich vermits are gee eee 

Sunsortine docknentacans: 11008 (ieentitvine tee aoplicant and thae:area 
and justifyin.. the eoplicetion) snovld accoumany tre anplicetion, and tiese, 

as rell as the avolicstion. USCS Rete as ous signed and dated in duplicate. 
(art. 16 ..) e ss 7% ae ee ee Te ; a a 
oa op eT ae oe eae Ay a ae ee 

Tre Cnief of the tines Service may modify and correct the form, of the. 

Spree rn vi thout preeeune ave gore ee status. 


2: 
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Ee may eneee, tiie isis. (1) Por serious ippemoleritics: fou 
susceptible. of correction;.(«)-if it obvioysly: relates to ground already ee 
covered by. haa or miniy. titles or to s;,round in reservec or forbidden: 
territory; (&S) if tre interested party fails promtly to furnish information 
requested, 


In case of pene the epplicent ; is notified. ag Tee ) 
| Forfeiture may wonile: io if #tnin. one nonee eGtae summons the permit | 
Lolder fails to revort vroduction figures for proauct sold or fails to pay an 
adjudicated debt, or (2)-if ce is declared, guilty. of tne offenses nenh toned: 
under articles 78 and 7S, Mares 3l. ) is | , 
Simple Pensuciation may ve nebeorea. at- tne. Aescee ak: of ithe Governor 
subject to rignts of third parties. . be ge SE ae ate 


a new prospecting permit will not be issued to the same party on the 
sane area until after oe months have gue at afver pO U ERs or BE Cee sns 


ce . , 
qyoe 


Duration + Evocpectine enna: are eyelia for-.one year Srani- date of 
delivery (art. 21) and may be reneved twice. .TLe first renewal is tee cies 
more year anc costs 25 Syrien pounds. The second is for tno years and-costs 
40 Syrian pounds a year..- (Art. 20.) A pernit.holder is legally entitled to 
one renewel upon denanc -one monty)..1n advence. of expiration of the original - 
permit anc this is eranted by the Chief of tre i.ines Service for the State. 
The second renewal, hovever, is «ranted by ‘tue: Governor of tiie State subject 
to. proof. tnat sufficient PROEpE GH ITS uss been done during: tre first tro 
veriods. (art. 27.) ._. ae 


Transfer.- Prosvecting-:vermits are transferable (sale, donation; bequest, 
etc.) but only for tne entire area and subject to a notification to the Chief 
of the Mines Service accomnanied by 2& copy: bas the agreeuent and a:fee of 10 
pounds in addition to otier.transfer.charzes,:, All information: mst: be-:furnished 
the sovernment resarding tne nature. of and : -FeASON for ..tne APereren and the. 
pdent tty: of be nev fee holder. ARB e REE) L 2 : 


poe oe £ goles eee Oe ee ee 
EOS 2 o- ; ef so 1 ty a 2 Fe _~ 4 pg ae 1 } : . 
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: Lisvosal of pvroduct.- Prosnectin: should not’ degenerate intd exploitation, 
but any minerel produced in the course of prospecting may be disposed of efter 
notifying the Ciief of the Mines Service in edvence. Tuenceforta, ‘the pros- 
peetor, like a concessionuire, must revort tis output, pey royalty, and (unless 
otherwise directed) Keep all records and maps. (Art. 24.) ° In the absence of 
proper notifications (or es venalty for certain other infractions of the mining 
lew) tue product may ve confiscated by the courts. (art. 25.) 

Annulment.- A permit may be annulled in case tne original aovlication con- 
tained a fundamental flaw (vice) tnat was not ascervained prior to delivery of 
tie permit. (Art. 20.) It also ceases to e:.ist upon expiration or when it is 
replaced by a concession. (art, 30.) 


 CCHCESSIOCNS 


 General.- a concession confers exclusive mining rights to a specified 
category of minerals within a specified area. It may be granted only on demand 
vy the holder of an unexpired prospecting permit on the same area. (art. Go.) 
Gil and gas concessions are subject to snecial conditions as set fortk under 
Title VII of tie law (abstracted in a later section of this paver). To avoid 
forfeiture (nullification) of all rignits, tne apolication for © concession mst 
be sent to tue offices of the Cuief of t..e mines Service before the exniration 
of the corresnonding vrospecting permit and be acconmanied by a receipt from 
the State Treasurer for tiie payment of tue fee of 10 pounds. (art. 37.) 


Area.- The ares of a concession shall be in the form of a rectangle 
oriented true north and souti: and east anc west, containing at least one-t7entiett. 
of the area of the prospecting vermit, and ertirely within the limits thereof. 
The: ghort side mst not be less tuan one-fourth tie long side, If tie original 
prospecting permit overlanped the borders of two or more States under tne 
mandate the. concession may do likewise: and in tke excentional cases described 
under the paregraph dealing vith prospecting permits fart. 16) rnere a 
rectangular area can not be laid out, the requirement is that at least tro 
sides of the area snall be perpendiculer end within t..e mandated territory. 
ae 38.) 


Res iicetioin: The epplication for a concession siirll contain the same in- 
formation es tnat for a prospectins permit with resvect to tre name, address, 
etc., of tiie aonlicant end his agents, togetker with an exact description of 
the boundaries of the area sought. It snoulc also declare tne prosvecting 
peruit by virtue of Thich the concession is sought end tne right of the 
applicant thereto, Receipts covering all necessery vayiuents to the Treasury 
mast be ettached to the avplicetion, and a tentative scredule of svecifications 
should be submitted covering conditions under wuich tne concession may be ex- 
vloited. Tne anplication and supporting documents and maps mist be in 
duolicate end properly dated end signed. (art. 39.) 
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| Frotest.- Tue erplication for a concession is reviewed by the Mines 

service as vell as by a coumission couposed of revrésentatives named in part 
voy the high’ Conunt ¢ sioner and in part by the Governor of ti.e State concerned; 
if acceotable, tiic application is declared uncer formal investigation for _ 
tiree months,- during tiich all opvositions iust be ‘entered by third varties 
by vrit of dismissal” vefore ‘the: courts, potice of sucn action must be given 
to the ines Service not Yeter ‘than lo‘days efter the ezpiration‘of the 3 ~ 
month period, and justificetion must be made’ before tie courts. (Art. 45.) 


after issue, tle limits of € concession as descrited are indontestible 
ez.cept by those Lolding, vrosvecting yermits or concessions vhich are still in 
force and rhicii are entitled to vriority beceuse of prior registration of 
eoplications for the prospecting veruit or vermits, upon which suci titles 
are based. iIncltsion of reserved land, or of land uvon wnick prosvecting is 
forbidden, or tne ev istence of lapsed prospecting vermmits or concessions upon 
the saue arez does not iuvair tue validity of tne concession, (art. 4S.) 


Duration.- Tie concession is for 50 years and may: ‘Be extended for 25 years 
‘inore by order of the Governor, ‘provided a satisfactory“anount of activity has 
been. suom. arplicati on for mci. reneval mst be made four years. in advance. 
of the date of exoiretion of tne concession and ture reneval follows automatical- 
ly unless notice to tne contrary is ziven b:7itue PEE ee ye: autaorities: 
two years before oe expiration date. dec 

Rents‘and royalties.-’In ‘aacition to a fixed annual rental of 5 piasters 
per Kectare (payable semiannually in advance), toere is charged a proportion- 
ate ta: or royalty of = per cent of tlie value of stiustances' ‘extracted (f. o.b. 
mine and payable quetterly),. ‘Tie value on rhicn royalty 75, based is determined 
‘annually by order: of the igh Coumissioner. (art, 52. ) 


Transfers .- Concessions may Se transferred i: sale; acnaeiok: bequest, 
etc., but-only with respect to the entire area (e&.cept by special permission 
frm, Ge autaority tiat .ranted tie original - concession}. Speciel noticé of 
such trausfer wust be ade to tue wines Service and is subject to approval - 
by: the Government. (art. 54.) 


Annulment.- concessions my ve avandoned following prover notice aa pay- 
‘ment of all taxes, etc. “Cart, 95.) Forfeiture may result (1:).- if work is not 
sterted within three years, (2) if vork stops rithort due cause (such as 
"cFisis" or lack of merket) for si:. niontns after notice to resume nas been’ 
given, (5) if within one’ month after proper’ notice the concessionatre - ‘fails 
either to furnisn the Mines Service wi ti his production figures or to comoly 
rith an order to meke payment; (4) At tne: concession’ is divided without dae 
autuorization, ’ (art. 56. yo : 

Following renunciation: or forfeiture: or expiration ofa concession, bata. 
ings, etc., remain tue property of the concéssionairé only if' they are on pri- 
vate land; if on the public domain tney belong to tne State witnoxrt indemnity. 
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RELaTIONS “ITE LanDOwweks fa D. OTHER NIWLRS 


Walled enclosures, streams, and gardens can not ve occupied witnout formal 
consent of the landowner, Mine ovenings vitnin 50 meters of dwellings or ad- 
joining: land lixewise require such consent (art. 61), and all prosvecting and 
mining are protibited within a similar distance of public works and buildings, © 


including jails, railroads, highways, canals, towpaths, works of ert, houses, 
and cemeteries. as 62. ) 


On the free public hicaiat tke ovners of vermits or concessions nave the. 
right to use (a titre precaire) lands necessery for mining puryoses, including 
mecnanical preparation, ditches and flumes, end roads, within tieir ow areas, 
and upon previous declaration of such intention they may use necessary water 
and timber. The vrivilege of occuvation may be ex.tended to adjoining land on 
the oublic domain upon simple authorization of the Governor. Damages in lieu 
of vrevious. tanes for the use of land, water, or timber are fiz.ed by tue |. 
Governor, weo also hes powers to allocate such privileges among rival pros- 


pectors or miners "hen tuey can not renes an amicable agreement themselves. 
(Art. 63.) : 


Private land witnin or adjoining the area covered by a prospecting permit 
or concession may be occupied, provided tre Crief of tie Wines Service 
recognizes surk occuration as necessary. If tne landomner objects, the 
Governor may issue sut.orization subject to a devosit against damages, vooth 
the damages and the anount of security bein;, détéerwined by the courts. The 
indemnity is double tne net revenve from tne land occupied and is payable 
annually in advance. shen tue occupation will lest for more than one year 
or wien it occasions destruction of crops or unfits tne soil for further 
cultivation, the proprietor may insist upon purckase at double the value of 
the land prior to occupation. (art. 64.) Provision is also wade for use of 
rights of vay established by others on tne’ public domain subject to reasonable 
payment tnerefor, (Art. 65.) actual danages occasioned by the prospecting or 
mining wor: to: tue lendoruer must be’ paid (art. 66), and similar provision is 
mede for damae.to,neighboring mines. ” On' tue other hand, if one overator 
drains the workings of anotner operator or opens up & deposit for te benefit 
of another, ae is entitled to a reward, the amount of which nay, if BECeseer ys 
be decided in tne. courts. (art. 67. a - 


Rep INSPECTION 


Cader ScbheRiGe of the peegenees the Mines Service is ; ganinietravivels 
responsible for the inspection of mining and prospecting operations in the 
public interast, the health and safety of rorkers, conservation of the mine 
itself, and tie best utilization of deposits and protection of springs and 
public vorks, . (Art. 69.) ° Every operator rust keep up-to- date and subject 
to examination a map (scale 1/1090) and: records showing progress of. workings, 


list of employees, vroduction of all substances, and invoices (laissez passer). 
(Art. 72. ) 
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JERISDICTION AvD PrraLlTIES 


all orotests avcainst edministrative acts are oresented before tne High 
Sonmissioner until a Government attorney is epodinted. (Art. 75.) sSwidence 
of violetions of tiie mining lew is vresented by tue judiciary volice, sworn 
asents of the ines Service, and other. a..ents specially designated by the 
Governor. Such evicence constitutes proof in tre aosence of proof to the 
contrery. The lover courts (first,-instance)} have correctional jurisdiction, 
end justices of tiie peace nay try oases, luvolving infractions of. the mining 
law, (Art. 76.) . be eo GRRE » oe 7 , 


A fine of from 00 to 1,0C0 Syrian pounds or imprisonzuent for three months 
to turee years or bota is provided for illegal exoloitation of deposits of: the 
first catesory or fer engaging, in commerce in t..e precious metels or precious 
stones vithout a license,and tre metals or gems tnemselves. are confiscated. 
(art., 78.) . = a a ce go Pie 

“Less severe penelties are provided for illegal operation of other types 
of mines, for refusing to furnish information or obey orders:of the Mines. 
Service, and for. other. infractions of tne mining poner 


OIL, CaS, AND ASPEAL? 


The general provisions .of the mining law anoly to minerals of the 8th 
Bette: e:.cept for certain sovecial provisions relating to probpecynne (arts. 
SO to 9S) and the tex. on concessions NaN: G4), | 


Broebecting sere: For oil, E28, se pneltea: 6itinede, anc | bituminous: 
schists, tne fee chersed for @-prospecting perwit.is 30 Syrian pounds: Tne 
permit is issued for tvo years (instead of: one year) anc may be renewed’ twice, 
even if it has chenged hands meanwhile, . bach renewal costs 50 pounds and is 
for two years. (art, $0-91.). ee ee ee: ee : 


Tne first reneyal is contingent upon completing at least.50 meters of 
arilling, . and . tne second renewal is not. granted unless at least 200 meters: of 
hole. heve. been. Grilled in tie preceding ¢-year period. oles less tiian'.50 
meters deep. qo not count in. ee tz.e anount a rork pone: (arte "92. ) 


‘Group acveicoiente: + A munber. of. Sve lins: wela in. -COwmM9N | may be eieencce ct 
as & group, provided prover notice is given to. the Mines Service, and stork’ done 
orn one claim will be credited to tue group. Moreover, when such a system of 
general development is adopted, individual claims may be dropped or new claims 
added. tor tiie purnose of calculating the amount of work required on a group 
of oil clea it is necessary to take the sum.of tne 9 Showing : ae G2): 


oles Fifty meters for. eacr. permit. that ere never cen: ponensae. 7 
ee One rundred tIneters multiplied-by tee number ‘of: reneval years 
_ for each permit that has been reneved once or tvice ~- each 
renetal year being counted from 'the:date:of the first re--.: 
neral, and fractions of years beinz counted as wkole years. ~ - 
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kor calculating trie amount of work done, deeper oles count more tnan 
shallow holes. Eoles less tian 50 meters Geep do not count at all, For holes 
50-to 100 meters deep, the actual denth is counted. For esch meter below 100. 
meters and above 2)0 meters, 2 meters are credited; below 200 and above 399 
meters, eaci méter counts as. 3; below 300 and above 400 weters, eacn meter 
counts as 4: and belo 400 meters, eack meter counts as 6, 


waiver or minimum work requirements.- Kegardless of tue amount of work 
done, sowever, permits whether or not cowprised Fritnhin a group development may 
be renewed by svecial consent of the Governor, provided the prosnecting has, in 
the opinion of the Mines Service, actually indicated t..e presence of hyaro- 


carbons in sufficient quantity to justify furtser vrospecting and drilling, 
(Art. 92.) 


Witu respect to asphalt and other bituminous materials tnat are not 
susceptible of being prospected by drilling, tne Mines Service may recognize 


work done in trenching and test pits in lieu of the drilling requirements. 
(art. 93.) 


Concessions.~ The annual rental cfaconcession in tie eighth category is 
25 piasters ver hectare, payable semiannually in advance. However, the minimum 
(exclusive of royalties) must be at least 75 pounds, 


MARKHT CONTROL 
Mining is considered as an act of commerce. (art. 12,) 


No product of the soil in the mandated territory can be bougiut or sold 
(circuler) without e.special invoice (laissez-passer) dated and signed by the 
ovner of tre permit or concession and numbered and initialed by the Chief of 


the Mines Service, indicating tne origin, nature, quantity, ana destinations 
of the shipment. (art. 96.) 


Precious metals and precious stones (substances in the first category) 
produced in the mandated States can not be sold without obtaining a license 
(patent) from the Governor or his delegate, and all transactions must be 
recorded on a speciel register furnisned by the Mines Service. (art. 97.) 


hovever, no license is needed when the miners sell tiieir product in the form 
of ore or concentrates. (Art. 95.) 


MISCELLANEOUS REGULATIONS 


All applications addressed to the Administration and other cocuments nmst 


eltner be in French or arabic or be accompanied by a proverly certified 
translation. (art. 11.) 
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Fernit solders must seve a representative in the State and furnish his 
name and address to the iiines Service. (art. S.) 


Officials and azents of the’ High Commissioner's office and of the 
mandated States, as rell os Officers and soldiers in active service in Syria, 
are forbidden to take direct’ interest in prospectin: or wining in these’ 
States, and employees ana agents ‘of tne mines Service els forbidden to teke 
any interest, even indirectly, in tuese States. Cart. 33) 
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